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BOROUGH  OF  OLDBURY. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

For  the  Year  1943. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the 

Borough  of  Oldbury. 

There  are  certain  features  of  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  Borough  for  1943  which  add  to  the  pleasure  of  presenting  it. 

In  particular  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  for  the  first  time  the 
population  produced  more  than  a  thousand  live  births  in  one  year. 
The  number  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  who  died  during  the 
year  is  again  a  relatively  low  figure,  but  it  will  need  to  reach  a 
much  lower  level  still  before  we  can  be  satisfied. 

On  the  debit  side,  however,  there  is  the  question  of  tuberculosis. 
The  appropriate  Committee  was  much  concerned  during  the  year 
with  the  figures  presented  to  it.  Notifications  and  deaths  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  shown  in  the  body  of  the  report.  Con¬ 
ferences  with  the  County  Council’s  representatives  were  held  and 
both  sides  appreciated  the  others’  anxieties, 
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Tuberculosis  is  by  no  means  the  only  problem  coming  within 
the  purview  of  the  Health  Department  which  will  need  attention  in 
the  future,  and  it  is  with  appreciation  that  a  newcomer  in  your  midst 
recognises  the  keen  desire  of  members  of  all  Committees  to  contribute 
a  share  to  the  well  being  of  those  who  live  here. 

It  is  necessary  to  put  on  record  the  fact  that  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  the  appropriate  Committee  accepted  the  recommendations 
of  the  Rushcliffe  Committee  on  the  salaries  and  conditions  of  service 
of  Health  Visitors  and  Midwives. 

On  a  personal  note,  I  should  like  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude 
the  reception  extended  to  me  by  members  of  Council,  colleagues  in 
other  Departments  of  the  Corporation  and  those  numerous 
individuals  whom  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  meet  outside  the  direct 
line  of  my  work. 

In  expressing  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Staff  of  the 
Health  Department  I  would  say  quite  sincerely  that  no  one  could 
have  hoped  for  more.  During  what  must  have  been  a  difficult 
year  in  many  respects  each  and  every  member  of  the  staff  did  what 
they  could  to  be  helpful.  In  particular  I  would  mention  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  who  before  and  since  my  arrival  was  always 
willing  to  lend  a  hand.  When  it  is  observed  that  Mr.  Harrold  is 
presenting  his  twenty-first  Annual  Report  along  with  my  first  Report 
it  will  be  appreciated  that  his  assistance  and  local  knowledge  are 
of  great  value. 


I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RONALD  G.  SMITHSON, 
Medical  Officer  cf  Health. 


Health  Department, 
Municipal  Buildings, 
Oldbury. 

November,  1944. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Maine. 

Situation. 

Sessions. 

Accommodation 

P.ovidcd. 

Oldbury  I.W. 

Wesley  Street, 

Monday  and 

Consulting, 

Oldbury 

Oldbury. 

Thursday 

Infant  Weigh 

Borough 

2  p.m. 

ing  and  Wait- 

Council 

ing  'Rooms. 

Langley  I.W. 

“  The  Hollies,” 

Wednesday 

Do. 

Do 

Langley. 

and  Friday 

2  p.m. 

Warley  I.W. 

Bleakliouse  Rd., 

Tuesday  and 

Do. 

Wednesday 

Closed  August 

2  p.m. 

1943- 

Oldbury  A.N. 

Wesley  Street, 

Friday 

Consulting 

Do. 

Oldbury. 

9  a.m. 

and  Waiting 

’ 

Rooms. 

Langley  A.N. 

“  The  Hollies,” 

Thursday 

Do. 

Do. 

Langley. 

9  a.m. 

Warley  A.N. 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 

Wednesday 

Do. 

Do. 

Warley. 

9  a.m. 

Dental  Clinic 

Church  Street, 

Wednesday 

Treatment, 

Do. 

M.  and  C.W. 

Oldbury. 

and  Friday 

Waiting  and 

4-0  to 

Recovery 

5-30  p.m. 

Rooms. 

Dental  Clinic 

Bleakhouse  Rd . , 

Monday  and 

Do. 

Do. 

M.  and  C.W. 

Warley. 

Thursday 

4-0  to 

5-30  p.m. 

School  Clinic. 

Church  Street, 

M.O.  and 

Consulting, 

Do. 

Oldburv 

Nurse  9 — 12 

Treatment 

Tuesday. 

and  Waiting 

Nurse  only  on  Rooms. 

Friday  9 — 12 

School  Clinic. 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 

M.O.  and 

Do. 

Do. 

Warley. 

Nurse  9 — 12 

1  •  :  i  ' 

Monday. 

Nurse  only  on 

Thursday 

9 — 12 

School  Clinic, 

“  The  Hollies,” 

M.O.  and 

__ 

Do. 

Do. 

i .  1  i  1  •!  ■  .  1 

Langley. 

Nurse  9 — 12 

Saturday. 

Nurse  only  on 

Wednesday 

9 — 12 

Dental  Clinic 

Church  Street, 

Wednesday 

Do. 

Do. 

S.M.S. 

Oldbury, 

and  Friday 

Dental  Clinic 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 

Monday  and 

Do. 

Do. 

S.M.S. 

Warley. 

Thursday. 

Scabies  Clinic 

Wesley  Street, 

By  appoint- 

T  reatment 

Do. 

(Opened 

Oldbury. 

ment. 

and  Waiting 

Nov.,  1943). 

Rooms. 

Ophthalmic 

Church  Street, 

2nd  and  4th 

Consulting, 

Do. 

Clinic. 

Oldbury. 

Thursday  at 

Treatment 

2  p.m. 

and  Waiting 

Rooms. 

Ophthalmic 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 

1st  Thursday 

Do. 

Do. 

Clinic. 

Warley. 

at  2  p.m. 

Tuberculosis 

f.B.  Dispensary 

Monday 

Do. 

Worcester 

Dispensary. 

Greenwood  Av. 

5  p.tn. 

County 

Langley. 

Council. 
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1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres) 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate  Mid¬ 
summer,  1943) 

Population,  (Census  1931) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1943)  .. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

General  Rate — 1942-1943 

Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  administered  during 
the  year  1943 

Unemployment — 31st  December,  1943:- 

Men  and  Boys  wholly  unemployed 
Women  and  Girls 


3,300 


Not  to  be  published. 

...  35,918 
...  13,923 
£218,672  0  0 

...  £841  0  0 

17  0 

£6,  (.49  0  9 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Temporary  stoppage:- 

Men  and  Boys  1  not  permissable  under  the  Essential  Work 
Women  and  Girls  J  (General  Provision)  Order,  1942. 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M. 

F 

Total. 

503 

563 

1,066 

16 

15 

31 

519 

578 

1,097 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  2L89 

Stillbirths  40  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  35T8 

Deaths  ...  ...  493  Death-rate  ...  ...  9-84 


Rate  per  1000  Births 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  (Live  and  Still) 
of,  childbirth  was  5  4*39 


Death-rates  of  Infants  under  one  year: — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  (45)  41*02 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  (42)  39*39 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  Illegitimate  live 

births  ...  (3)  96*77 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  80 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  ...  42 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  3 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  6 
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3. — BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  PER  1,000  TOTAL 

POPULATION. 


Birth  Rates 

Death 

Live  Birth. 

Stillbirths. 

Rate. 

England  and  Wales 

16.5 

0.51 

12. 1 

126  County  Boroughs,  and  Great 
Towns,  including  London 

18.6 

0.63 

14.2 

148  Smaller  Towns,  population 
25.000  to  50,000  . 

19.4 

0.61 

12.7 

London  Administrative  County  . . . 

15.8 

0-45 

15.0 

OLDBURY  . 

21.89 

0.79 

9.84 

POPULATION. 

The  number  of  persons  resident  in  the  Oldbury  area  at  Mid¬ 
summer,  1943,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  is  not  for  pub¬ 
lication.  The  <r  natural  increase  ”  or  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  was  604. 

DEATHS. 

During  the  year  1943,  285  deaths  were  registered  in  the  Old¬ 
bury  area.  Of  these  seven  were  deaths  of  persons  who  were  not 
usually  resident  in  the  district,  while  215  Oldbury  residents  died  in 
various  places  outside  the  district.  Therefore  the  aggregate  num¬ 
ber  of  deaths  amongst  the  population  belonging  to  the  district  was 
493,  representing  a  death  rate  of  9.84  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
population.  In  1942  the  corresponding  figure  was  477  deaths  and 
the  death  rate  9.63. 

Of  the  493  deaths,  45  were  infants  under  1  year  of  age,  giving 
an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  41.02  per  thousand  live  births.  The 
number  for  1942  was  46  and  the  rate  was  46.51  per  thousand  live 
births. 


The  diseases  which  were  most  frequently  recorded  as  causes 
of  death,  the  number  of  deaths  thus  registered,  and  the  correspond¬ 
ing  death  rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  were: — 


Cancer  caused 
Heart  Disease 
Tuberculosis 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 


80  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  1.59 

78  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  1.55 

49  <>  >>  >>  >>  0.97 

34  -  ,,  >>  ...  0-67 

3°  >>  >>  '  >>  >>  0.59 


It  will  be  noticed  that  Cancer  replaced  Heart  Disease  as  the 
primary  cause  of  death  in  the  Borough  during  1943. 
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CANCER. 

For  the  purposes  of  comparison  the  following  table  gives  a 
summary  of  the  deaths  from  Cancer  and  the  age  distribution  of  those 
deaths  during  the  past  four  years. 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop. 

Age 

Distribution 

Males 

Fe¬ 

males 

Total 

5-15 

Years 

15-25 

Years 

25-45 

Years 

45-65 

Years 

65  years 
&  over 

1940 

Publication 

40 

33 

73 

1-49 

1 

.  .  . 

7 

32 

33 

1941 

forbidden  by 

45 

27 

72 

i‘45 

2 

... 

4 

36 

30 

1942 

Ministry  of 

3° 

34 

64 

1  *29 

I 

... 

4 

21 

38 

I943 

Health. 

48 

32 

80 

1‘59 

... 

... 

10 

25 

45 

An  analysis  of  the  deaths  from  malignant  disease  shows  that  the 
site  of  the  cancer  causing  death  was  as  follows: — 


Cancer  of  the  mouth  and  gullet 

,,  ,,  ,,  stomach 

, ,  , ,  , ,  breast 

,,  ,,  ,,  lower  bowel  ... 

,,  ,,  bladder  and  prostate 

,,  ,,  ,,  respiratory  system 

,,  ,,  ,,  female  genital  organs 

, ,  , ,  other  sites 


4 

17 

7 

26 

11 


7 

4 

4 


80 


HEART  DISEASE. 

Of  the  74  deaths  attributable  to  Heart  Disease,  50  related  to 
persons  over  the  age  of  65  and  only  7  of  the  deaths  registered  were 
under  45  years  of  age. 


During  the  past  three  years  the  death  rate  for  Heart  Disease 
was: — 


1941 

1942 

1943 


2.04  per  thousand  of  the  population. 
2.16  , ,  , ,  , , 


)  ? 


)  ) 


)  > 


i-55 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Seven  of  the  forty-nine  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  non- 
pulmonary  cases.  The  following  table  shows  the  sex  and  age  groups 
in  which  the  forty-two  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  occurred 
during  1943.  For  comparison  the  table  includes  the  corresponding 
figures  since  1936: — 


Year 

Total 

Death 

Rate 

Sex 

0-15 

Years 

15-25 

Years 

25-35 

Years 

35-45 

Years 

45-55 

Years 

55  Years 
&  over 

1937 

25 

•49 

Male 

14 

1 

1 

3 

5 

1 

3 

Female 

11 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1938 

30 

•59 

Male 

18 

4 

3 

1 

4 

6 

Female 

12 

•  •  * 

5 

3 

4 

... 

•  •  • 

1939 

28 

•55 

Male 

17 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

6 

Female 

11 

... 

6 

2 

2 

1 

... 

1940 

39 

•77 

Male 

27 

4 

8 

5 

5 

6 

Female 

12 

... 

6 

1 

3 

1 

... 

1941 

30 

•59 

Male 

17 

6 

1 

3 

7 

Female 

13 

2 

4 

2 

3 

... 

2 

1942 

34 

’67 

Male 

22 

5 

3 

4 

7 

3 

Female 

12 

... 

6 

1 

5 

... 

... 

:  1943 

42 

‘83 

Male 

25 

3 

7 

6 

7 

2 

Female 

17 

2 

*■7 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

BOROUGH  AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  Oldbury  Borough  Council  maintains  a  free  Ambulance 
Service  for  the  convenience  of  residents. 

Two  Ambulances  are  retained  for  the  work  and  these  vehicles 
were  staffed  during  1943  by  whole-time  Civil  Defence  per¬ 
sonnel.  It  is  proper  that  reference  should  be  made  to  the  valuable 
services  rendered  by  volunteer  members  of  the  Air  Raid  Precautions 
Service  in  performing  relief  duties  especially  at  week-ends. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  Ambulances  conveyed  3,169 
cases  to  various  Hospitals  in  the  district  and  in  addition  transported 
240  accident  cases,  a  total  of  3,409  cases. 

The  accident  cases  consisted  of: — 

104  road  accidents. 

69  works  accidents. 

62  home  accidents. 

5  school  accidents, 
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176  maternity  cases  were  transported  to  Hospitals  outside 
the  area. 

The  total  mileage  covered  by  the  Ambulance  Service  during  the 
year  was  22,965  miles. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Housing. 

‘ 

A  combination  of  factors  has  made  housing  first  among  the 
health  problems  of  the  area.  Although  bomb  damage  has  been  com¬ 
paratively  negligible  the  cessation  of  building  combined  with 
ipinimai  building  repairs  and  maintenance  consequent  on  war  activ¬ 
ity  has  produced  a  major  problem  in  the  town. 

Housing  survey  as  such  is  impracticable  owing  to  lack  of  staff 

\ 

but  day  by  day  information  reaching  the  Health  Department  shows 
that  some  families  are  living  in  most  unsuitable  conditions. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  Council  is  taking  steps  to  relieve 
the  position  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Water  Supply. 

The  area  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  South  Staffordshire 
Waterworks  Co.  The  supply  is  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  area 
and  the  quality  of  the  water  provided  is  good. 

Oldbury  can  be  divided  into  three  zones  of  water  supply,  derived 
in  the  case  of  one  zone  from  deep  wells  and  bore  holes,  and  in  the 
other  two  zones  from  a  mixture  of  deep  well  and  upland  surface 
water.  The  supply  is  constant  and  the  Department  is  not  aware  ot 
any  dwelling  house  in  the  Borough  which  is  not  supplied  directly 
from  the  mains. 

No  question  of  plumbo  solvency  has  arisen  in  the  area. 


The  highest  and  lowest  ranges  of  results  of  examinations  of  water 

samples  taken  during  the  year  1943. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Bacteria.  Colonies  per  ml. 

Nutrient  Agar  at  20°C  3  days  ranging  from  .25  to  ,59. 

>>  >>  )>  37  C  1  day  ,,  .  ,  *25  to  .75* 

}>  }>  })  })  j>  2  days  ,,  2 s  to  1, 


13 


Bacterium  Coli. 

Presumptive  Test 
Confirmatory  Tests  ... 

Physical  Characters. 

Colour  (Burgess) 

Turbidity  ... 

1  uste  ...  ...  .  • 

Odour 

PH  . 

Chemical  Analysis  (Expressed  in 
Alkalinity  (CaCOs) 

Chlorides  (Cl) 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
Oxidised  Nitrogen  ... 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

(3  hrs.  at  27 °C)  .. 

Temporary  Hardness 
Permanent  Hardness 

Total  Hardness 

Total  Solids  (dried  at  i8o°C).. 

Silica  (Si02)  . 

Aluminium  (Al) 

Calcium  (Ca) 

Magnesium  (M9) 

Sodium  (Na) 

Carbonate  (C03) 

Sulphate  (S04) 

Iron  (Fe)  ... 

Manganese 
Zinc  (ZN) 

Poisonous  Metal 


Absent. 

Absent. 

2  mm.  to  8  mm. 

Trace  suspended  matter. 
Normal. 

Nil. 

Ranging  from  6.6  to  6.9. 

Parts  per  100,000) . 

Ranging  from  6.4  to  9.8. 

,,  ,,  2.49  to  2.7. 

Trace 
Trace 

Ranging  from  .22  to  .30 

•012 

Ranging  from  5.9  to  9.0 

,,  ,,  3.2  to  8.0 

,,  ,,  9.1  to  17.0 

,,  ,,  17.4  to  23.7 

.8 

Nil 

Ranging  from  3.4  to  5.2 
,,  ,,  .25  to  .9 

2.02 
4.26 
3-58 

.001  to  .01 
Trace 

Nil 

Nil 


Remarks. 

Hardness  calculated  from  Calcium  and  Magnesium  9.7  to  16.7. 

A  pure  and  wholesome  supply. 

C.  V.  HALL, 

Chemist  and  Bacteriologist. 
South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Co., 
Sandfields  Laboratory, 

Lichfield. 
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Atmospheric  Pollution. 

It  is  frequently  said  that  the  domestic  chimney  is  the  major 
culprit  in  producing  pollution  of  the  atmosphere.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  Oldbury  is  a  much  pleasanter  place  to  be  in  on  a  Bank  Holi¬ 
day  than  on  an  ordinary  working  day.  When  once  again  we 
find  leisure  enough  to  take  due  notice  of  the  amount  of  chronic 
respiratory  illness  in  our  midst  it  may  be  that  we  shall  endeavour  to 
give  the  air  about  us  a  perpetual  Bank  Holiday. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  108  cases  notified  during  1943  as  compared  with 
206  cases  during  1942.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 
Eleven  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever  Anti-Toxin  is  available  to  medical  practitioners 
free  of  charge  but  in  view  of  the  advance  of  chemotherapy  it  is  not 
surprising  that  only  18,000  units  were  supplied  during  1943  as 
compared  with  129,000  in  the  previous  year.  An  additional  factor 
is  that  the  type  of  case  occurring  was  on  the  whole  comparatively 
mild. 

Diphtheria. 

59  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year.  52  were 
removed  to  hospital  and  six  deaths  occurred  as  compared  with  53 
cases  notified  and  five  deaths  in  1942. 

In  1943,  800,000  units  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  were  supplied 
to  medical  practitioners  as  compared  with  562,000  units  in  1942. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  was  available  in  the  Clinics  through¬ 
out  the  whole  of  the  year.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  it  was  felt 
desiiable  to  establish  an  Immunisation  Clinic  on  a  set  date  at  each 
Centre,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  post  Schick  testing  was 
introduced  into  the  routine  at  the  Clinics. 

Diphtheria  did  not  reach  epidemic  proportions  in  any  district 
during  the  year,  but  an  interesting  outbreak  occurred  in  the  Albright 
Girls’  School  in  which  five  cases  were  notified  over  a  period  of  two 
weeks.  During  an  investigation  of  this  occurrence  it  was  found  that 
a  high  proportion  (80%)  of  the  children  were  Schick  negative,  and 
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that  a  variety  of  pathogenic  organisms  was  present  in  the  throats 
and  noses  of  the  whole  class.  20%  of  the  class  were  positive  carriers 
of  virulent  bacilli.  The  practice  of  combined  active  and  passive 
immunisation  brought  the  outbreak  to  a  speedy  end. 

In  ail  1,821  children  were  immunised  during  1943,  756  were 
under  the  age  of  5  years  and  1,065  between  the  age  of  5  and  15 
years.  The  percentage  of  the  child  population  immunised  at  the 
31st  December,  1943  was: — 

35.05%  under  5  years 

and  72.4%  between  5  and  15  years. 


Pneumonia. 

80  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year  and  16  of 
these  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Influenza. 

16  deaths  from  Influenza  were  recorded. 

f  1 
•  ! 

1  i 

In  the  last  month  of  the  year  the  Health  Committee  instructed 
the  Medical  Officer  to  place  all  available  facilities  at  the  disposal 
of  the  local  General  Practitioners  to  assist  in  cases  of  difficulty 
in  the  epidemic  of  Influenza  then  prevailing  throughout  the 
country.  The  Department  offered  to  act  as  a  central  clearing  house 
in  obtaining  medical,  nursing  and  domestic  help  when  required, 
and  in  providing  hot  meals  and  assistance  with  shopping  to  those 
families  needing  help. 

In  addition  the  Health  Committee  expressed  itself  as  willing 
to  place  at  the  disposal  of  General  Practitioners  additional  waiting 
room  accommodation  for  their  patients  in  view  of  the  experience  in 
the  town  of  long  queues  during  surgery  hours. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Practitioners  appreciated  the  offer  of 
assistance  but  in  actual  fact  only  one  call  for  help  was  made. 

Erysipelas. 

Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with  eight 
cases  during  1942. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

176  cases  of  whooping  cough  and  347  cases  of  measles  were 
notified  during  the  year.  Three  deaths  from  whooping  cough  and 
two  deaths  from  measles  were  recorded. 
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Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 

Two  cases  were  notified  and  removed  to  hospital  and  both  re¬ 
covered. 

Infantile  Diarrhoea. 

Six  deaths  from  this  disease  were  registered  as  compared  with 
four  in  the  previous  year. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  appended  table  shows  the  increase  in  notifications  of  pul¬ 
monary  tuberculosis  during  1943.  The  statistics  do  not  show  the 
length  of  time  which  elapses  between  the  notification  of  cases  and 
admission  into  sanatoria.  Eleven  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  (four  male  and  seven  female)  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and 


Inward  Transfers. 


Year 

Total 

Sex 

0-15 

Years 

15-25 

Years 

25-35 

Years 

35-45 

Years 

45-55 

Years 

55  Years 
&  over 

1937 

63 

Male 

33 

1 

14 

7 

8 

1 

2 

Female 

30 

1 

10 

8 

6 

3 

2 

1938 

47 

Male 

26 

5 

8 

2 

5 

6 

Female 

21 

... 

12 

3 

5 

1 

1939 

53 

Male 

35 

9 

5 

4 

12 

4 

8 

Female 

18 

1 

8 

1 

6 

2 

... 

1940 

51 

Male 

34 

1 

7 

7 

6 

6 

7 

Female 

17 

5 

8 

3 

... 

... 

1 

1941 

54 

Male 

32 

1 

5 

6 

6 

7 

7 

Female 

22 

2 

8 

7 

2 

1 

2 

1942 

65 

Male 

45 

2 

11 

15 

7 

6 

4 

Female 

;20 

... 

10 

7 

2 

1 

•  • 

1943 

77 

Male 

44 

3 

7 

11 

9 

10 

4 

Female 

33 

4 

13 

7 

3 

4 

2 

Scabies. 

During  the  year  304  cases  of  scabies  were  dealt  with  as  follows: 


Cases. 

Baths. 

Treatments. 

Male  Adults 

9 

13 

13 

Female  Adults  ... 

43 

71 

93 

Children  under  5 

38 

61 

82 

School  Children 

214 

•••  350 

•  ■  5l6 

304 

•••  495 

704 
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For  the  major  part  of  the  year  treatment  was  given  at  the 
Hollies  Clinic.  In  view  of  the  congestion  there  and  in  order  to  pro¬ 
vide  better  facilities,  arrangements  were  made  in  November  for  the 
treatment  to  be  given  at  the  Wesley  Street  Cleansing  Station. 

The  services  of  those  members  of  the  Civil  Defence  Service  who 
assisted  at  the  Clinic  as  required  are  gratefully  acknowledged. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Chief  Statistics,  1943. 

Total  number  of  live  births  during  the  year  ...  ...  1097 

Total  number  of  stillbirths  during  the  year  ...  ...  40 

Birth  rate  21.89  per  thousand  population. 

Stillbirth  rate  35.18  per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths. 

Illegitimate  births  represent  2.73%  of  the  total  births  in  the  area. 
Infant  mortality.  45  children  died  under  the  age  of  one  year  which 
represents  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  41.02  per  thousand  live 
births. 

Births. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Borough  the  total  number 
of  live  births  registered  to  parents  normally  resident  in  the  Oldbury 
area  reached  four  figures.  Of  the  total  of  1,097  live  births  519 
were  boys  and  578  were  girls,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  21.89  per 
thousand  of  the  estimated  population. 

Of  the  1,097  live  births  31  were  illegitimate  (16  boys  and  15 
girls) . 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  births  registered  in  the  Borough 
is  shown  in  the  table  below.  For  comparison  the. figures  for  the 
two  previous  years  are  given. 


1941 

1942 

1943 

Central  Ward 

67 

75 

91 

Broadwell  Ward 

53 

58 

5i 

Brandhall  Ward 

76 

75 

88 

Bristnall  Ward 

97 

97 

116 

Rounds  Green  Ward 

62 

69 

66 

Langley  Ward 

120 

124 

122 

Warley  Ward 

147 

195 

220 

622 

693 

754 
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Stillbirths. 

There  were  40  stillbirths  registered  during  1943  giving  a  still¬ 
birth  rate  of  35.18  per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths,  or  0.79  still¬ 
births  per  thousand  of  the  population  as  compared  with  1942,  when 
the  number  of  stillbirths  was  38;  the  stillbirth  rate  being  37  per 
thousand  live  and  stillbirths,  or  0.76  stillbirths  per  thousand 
population. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

There  were  45  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  and  21 
of  these  deaths  occurred  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  This 
is  equivalent  to  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  41.02  per  thousand  live 
births,  which  is  the  lowest  figure  on  record  for  the  Borough. 

The  corresponding  figures  for  the  last  three  years  are: — 

1940  ...  45  deaths  or  49.34  per  thousand  live  births. 

1941  ...  58  deaths  or  70.47  per  thousand  live  births. 

1942  ...  46  deaths  or  46.51  per  thousand  live  births. 

An  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  of  infants  will  be  found 
in  the  following  table: — 
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Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1943 . 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year 

of  Age . 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under 

1  week. 

1-2  weeks. 

c/5 

r* 

V 

<u 

£ 

CO 

1 

c/5 

r* 

CD 

CD 

£ 

1 

CO 

<D  . 
T3  c n  \ 

a  ^ 

3  <D 

v 

5  *  1 

O  tJ-  3 

H 

4  weeks  and  1 

under  3  months.  1 

3  months  and  i 

under  6  months.  | 

6  months  and  a 

under  9  months.  | 

9  months  and  1 

under  12  months.  | 

Total  Deaths  I 
under  1  year.  | 

Measles 

I 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

.  .  * 

... 

. .  • 

. . . 

.  •  . 

I 

I 

...  j 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

... 

4 

•  •  4 

...  | 

6 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

4 

I 

I 

6 

3 

1 

... 

...  ! 

IO 

Premature  Birth 

4 

I 

I 

I 

n 

/ 

... 

...  1 

9 

Atelectasis 

I 

... 

T 

k. 

... 

•  *  . 

... 

...  ! 

1 

Injury  at  Birth 

I 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

I 

•  •  » 

•  .  * 

. . . 

I 

Convulsions  ... 

.  .  . 

,  ,  , 

•  .  . 

.  •  . 

•  «  • 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

.  .  • 

... 

•  •  • 

0 

... 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

»  •  • 

.  .  * 

... 

3 

I 

I 

2 

7 

Suffocation,  overlying 

1 

•  .  . 

... 

I 

... 

•  1  « 

... 

. .  • 

1 

Pemphigus 

... 

I 

I 

• .  * 

.  .  • 

... 

.  4  4 

1 

Other  Causes 

I 

I 

2 

... 

2 

Totals 

12 

3 

4 

2 

21 

11 

7 

3 

3 

45 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

Five  mothers  died  in  childbirth,  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  4.39  per 
thousand  total  births. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified  to  the  De¬ 
partment  during  1943  was  6  (two  of  these  patients  died  in  conse¬ 
quence).  For  comparison  there  were  13  cases  in  1942  and  8  cases 

in  1941. 

Facilities  are  available  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  at  the  Birmingham  General  Hospital,  Birmingham 
Women’s  Hospital,  and  at  the  Hallam  Hospital,  West  Bromwich. 
Full  facilities  are  available  for  bacteriological  examinations  in  these 
cases  at  the  appropriate  department  of  the  University  of  Birming¬ 
ham. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Ten  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year.  No 
case  was  left  with  impaired  vision  as  a  result  of  contracting  the 
disease.  Facilities  are  available  for  the  treatment  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  at  the  Eye  Hospital,  Birmingham. 


MEDICAL  AID. 

Medical  Aid  was  required  by  Mid  wives  on  194  occasions  up  to 
the  end  of  the  year  and  a  summary  of  the  requests  received  is  set 

out  below: — 


Mother. 

Torn  perineum 
Prolonged  labour 
Haemorrhage  . . . 

Rise  of  temperature 
Abnormal  presentation 
Adherent  placenta 
Albuminuria 
Miscarriage 

Threatened  miscarriage 
Premature  labour 
General  condition 
Uterine  inertia 
Other  causes  ... 


67 

22 

5 

4 

4 

1 

4 

7 

1 


9 

4 

15 


Total  ....  157 
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Child. 

Discharging  eye  ...  ...  ...  15 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Jaundice  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Feebleness  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Septic  blisters  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


Total  ...  37 


Notifications  Received  from  Midwives. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  from  midwives 


practising  in  the  Borough: — 

Intention  to  practice  ...  ...  ...  16 

Sending  for  medical  aid. . .  ...  ...  194 

Attendance  at  stillbirths  ...  ...  11 

Artificial  feeding  ...  ...  ...  18 

Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection  ...  8 

Death  of  mother  and / or  child  ...  ...  6 


Institutional  Accommodation  for  Maternity  Cases. 

The  total  number  of  births  notified  as  having  occurred  in 
Hospitals  outside  the  Borough  was  441. 


Institution. 

Living. 

Stillborn. 

Hallam  Hospital,  West  Bromwich 

301 

18 

Poplars  Nursing  Home,  Smethwick  ... 

64 

2 

Brook  End  Maternity  Home,  Edgbaston 

1 

— 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Selly  Oak  ... 

8 

— 

Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital 

18 

1 

St.  Chad's,  Smethwick 

5 

— 

Others 

22 

1 

Totals  ... 

419 

22 

22 


Midwives  Act,  1936. 

On  the  ist  January,  1943,  there  were  four  Municipal  Midwives 
on  the  staff  of  the  Department  working  in  the  district.  During  the 
course  of  the  year  one  of  the  Midwives  resigned  her  post  and  a  whole 
time  appointment  was  made  to  fill  the  vacancy.  In  addition  Mrs. 
Nix  was  appointed  for  a  period  of  two  years  to  assist  during  a 
difficult  time.  Mrs.  Nix  had  previously  ceased  private  practice 
and  been  compensated. 

The  arrangement  whereby  the  Oldbury  Nursing  Association 
provides  the  services  of  two  whole  time  midwives  on  a  contractual 
basis  continued  throughout  the  year. 

An  indication  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Midwives  during 
the  year  can  be  obtained  from  the  following  table: — 


Confinements  as  Midwife  ...  ...  455 

Confinements  as  Maternity  Nurse  ...  115 

Morning  N ursings  ...  ...  ...  8 , 165 

Evening  Nursings  ...  ...  ...  2,101 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  attended  ...  ...  255 

Ante-Natal  Visits  ...  ...  ...  3,023 

Special  Visits  ...  ...  ...  1,890 


Work  of  the  Health  Visitors. 

During  the  year  8,577  visits  were  made  to  homes  in  the 
district  and  571  sessions  were  taken  up  by  attendance  at  Ante-Natal 
and  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


The  work  undertaken  by  the  Health 

Visitors 

can  be 

summarised: — 

Primary  visits  under  12  months 

989 

Revisits  under  12  months 

..  1,788 

Visits  to  children  between  1  and  5  years. 

..  4,672 

Primary  visits  to  expectant  mothers 

157 

Revisits  to  expectant  mothers  ... 

2  7 

Special  visits 

406 

8,039 

In  addition  to  the  figures  given  above,  48  visits  were  made  for 

the  purpose  of  enquiring  into  cases  of  Infectious 
visits  for  investigation  of  stillbirths. 

Disease, 

and  34 

The  number  of  ineffective  visits  during  the  year  was  456. 

These  figures  show  a  substantial  reduction  in  the  number  of 
visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year,  this  reduction  be¬ 
ing  entirely  due  to  lack  of  staff. 


The  main  reduction  in  the  number  of  visits  paid  occurred  in 
those  groups  classified  “  revisits  under  twelve  months/’  and  "  visits 
to  children  between  the  age  of  1  and  5  years.”  Primary  visits  were 
paid  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  tying  in  period. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sections  206  to  220. 

The  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  three  qualified  Health 
Visitors  are  duty  appointed  Infant  Life  Protection  Visitors  under 
the  Act.  For  1943  the  number  of  children  on  the  register  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  was  4  and  the  number  of  children  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  5. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

The  Borough  was  served  by  three  Centres  during  the  year  and 
at  each  Centre  the  aim  was  to  hold  two  Sessions  per  week.  Owing 
to  shortage  of  staff  it  was  found  impracticable  to  hold  the  second 
Session  at  the  Warley  Clinic  for  a  substantial  part  of  the  year. 

854  babies  under  the  age  of  1  year  attended  the  Centres  for  the 
first  time.  This  represents  77.8%  of  the  total  registered  live  births. 
107  children  between  the  age  of  1  and  5  years  attended  the  Centres 
for  the  first  time  during  the  year.  Much  useful  work  remains  to  be 
done  at  the  Clinics  but  until  such  times  as  sufficient  staff  is  available 
one  has  to  remain  content  with  the  best  results  possible. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  attendances  at  the 
three  Infant  Welfare  Centres, 


Centre. 

Number  of 
Sessions. 

No.  of  Attendances. 

Seen  by 

Hrirmp 

Under  1. 

Ovc 

:r  1 

1942 

1943 

1942 

1943 

1942 

1943 

1942 

1943 

Oldbury  ... 

103 

100 

2796 

3321 

2068 

1949 

817 

704 

Langley 

104 

104 

4813 

5327 

3524 

2881 

1 104 

00 

04 

on 

Warley 

J 

103 

80 

3548 

3055 

263? 

1599 

846 

820 

Totals  ... 

310 

284 

1 1 1 57 

1 1703 

8227 

6429 

2767 

2359 

24 


Voluntary  Committees. 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  an  active  body  of  ladies  at  each 
Clinic  who  attend  regularly  to  assist  with  the  work  in  the  Clinics. 
It  would  have  been  difficult  to  undertake  the  progressively  in¬ 
creased  amount  of  work  at  the  Clinics  had  it  not  been  for  the  regu¬ 
larity  with  which  the  Voluntary  members  attend.  It  is  appreciated 
that  each  Voluntary  Committee  is  conscious  of  the  restrictions  im¬ 
posed  on  them  in  war  time  for  furthering  the  social  activities  at  the 
Clinics,  but  a  real  debt  of  gratitude  is  acknowledged  for  the  work 
which  is  being  carried  on. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Pre-School  Children  between  3  and  5  years 
of  age. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  findings  of  medical 
inspections  during  1943. 

Number  of  children  examined — Boys  112 
,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Girls  90 


Total  202 

Found  to  be  above  average  nutrition  A  ...  42 

Found  to  be  of  average  nutrition  B  ...  157 

Found  to  be  below  average  nutrition  C  ...  3 


Total  ...  202 


Defects  found  and  referred  for  treatment 


Conjunctivitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ...  ...  6 

Otorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Skin  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Other  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dental  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Squint  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

The  attendances  at  the  respective  clinics  were  as  follows: — 


Oldb 

URY. 

Langley. 

Was 

.LEY. 

Toi 

'ALS. 

1942 

1943 

1942 

1943 

1942 

1943 

1942 

1943 

Number  of  Sessions  ... 

5i 

5i 

53 

52 

53 

52 

U7 

155 

New  Ante-Natal  Cases 

233 

245 

332 

294 

200 

247 

765 

^0 

00 

Attendances  ... 

955 

1318 

1317 

1541 

807 

1290 

3079 

4149 

Average  per  Session  ... 

19 

25 

25 

29 

1 5 

24 

19 

26 

New  Post-Natal  Cases 

U 

13 

,  • . 

10 

3 

14 

20 

37 

Post-Natal  Attendances 

17 

22 

• . . 

10 

5 

17 

22 

49 

The  number  of  786  new  cases  it  69.13%  of  the  total  registered 

births  for  the  district. 


Post-Natal  Clinics. 

Up  to  the  present  time  no  separate  post-natal  clinics  have  been 
opened,  although  37  post-natal  cases  made  49  attendances  during 
the  year  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  in  the  area. 

Milk  Assistance  Scheme. 

There  is  a  scheme  in  operation  whereby  free  milk  is  supplied 
to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  infants  up  to  five  years  of 
age  who  attend  the  Ante-Natal  and  Welfare  Clinics  and  for  whom 
a  supply  of  milk  is  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer.  The 
cost  of  free  supplies  of  milk  to  the  Council  during  1943  was 

£3  4s-  4d- 

Dried  milk  and  other  foods  were  sold  at  the  three  Welfare 
Centres  to  the  value  of  £1,763  17s.  iod. 

Dental  Treatment  of  Expectant  Mothers. 

The  following  figures  summarise  the  work. 

Number  of  new  cases  dealt  with  during  1943  ...  106 

Number  of  those  who  had  all  the  work  completed  65 

Number  of  those  1942  cases  who  had  work  com¬ 
pleted  in  1943  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Total  number  with  all  the  work  completed  ...  81 
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Attendances. 

Number  of  visits  for  interviews  ...  ...  120 

Number  of  visits  for  denture  making  and  service...  167 

Number  of  visits  for  operative  treatment  ...  358 

Operative  Treatment. 

Number  of  fillings  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

Number  of  scalings  and  cleanings  ...  ...  25 

Number  of  root  treatment  ...  ...  ...  57 

Local  Anaesthesia  (Waites  Procaine)  was 


administered  215  times  and  493  teeth  removed. 
Gas  as  general  anaesthetic  was  not  administered 
during  the  year. 

Artificial  Dentures. 

Number  of  patients  who  were  estimated  to  require 


dentures  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  dentures  made  and  supplied  ...  ...  63 

Number  of  repairs  ...  ...  ..,  ...  42 

Dental  Treatment  for  Pre-School  Children. 

Number  of  children  treated  ...  ...  ...  54 

Teeth  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Number  of  fillings  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Ophthalmic  Treatment. 

Those  children  attending  the  Welfare  Centres  noted  to  be 
suffering  from  defective  vision  or  other  eye  conditions  are  sent  to 
Mr.  Rudd,  the  Ophthalmic  Specialist  at  the  School  Clinic. 

During  1943,  12  children  were  examined  and  Mr.  Rudd’s 
analysis  of  the  cases  shows  the  following  conditions  to  have  been 
present: — 

Strabismus  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Blepharitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

War  Time  Nurseries. 

Two  War  Time  Nurseries  were  open  throughout  the  year  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee.  The 
tables  below  give  the  total  attendances  and  the  average  attendances 
on  weekdays  and  Saturdays  of  children  under  2  and  over  2  years 
of  age  throughout  the  year.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  the  Titford 
Road  Nursery  which  cannot  be  regarded  as  being  ideal  premises 
for  the  purpose  has  a  better  record  of  attendances  than  the  one  in 
Moat  Road  where  the  premises  are  much  more  suited  for  the 
purpose. 
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TITFORD  ROAD  NURSERY. 


Number  of  Attendances 

Average  Attendances 

Weekday 

Saturday 

Weekday 

Saturday 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

2  years 

2  years 

2  years 

2  years 

2  years 

2  years 

2  years 

2  years 

January 

127 

293 

17 

29 

6‘05 

13-95 

3’4 

5-8 

February 

175 

264 

19 

17 

8'75 

13'2 

475 

4-25 

March 

290 

409 

26 

29 

126 

17'8 

6'5 

7‘25 

April 

210 

341 

16 

18 

10  5 

17  05 

5"33 

60 

May 

225 

389 

26 

31 

1071 

18-52 

52 

6*2 

June 

260 

363 

13 

17 

12‘38 

W28 

4-33 

5-66 

July 

288 

336 

23 

14 

13-09 

15  27 

4'6 

2"8 

August 

189 

340 

12 

25 

9 '45 

17'0 

30 

6'25 

September 

176 

402 

11 

26 

80 

18‘27 

2‘75 

6‘5 

October 

232 

377 

22 

24 

11-05 

17-95 

4"4 

4'8 

November 

220 

327 

16 

15 

lO'O 

14*86 

4’0 

375 

December 

188 

299 

11 

15 

8'95 

14’23 

3 '66 

5'0 

Totals 

2580 

4140 

212 

260 

MOAT  ROAD  NURSERY. 


Number  of  Attendances 

Average  Attendances 

Weekday 

Saturday 

Weekday 

Saturday 

Under  | 

Over 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over  1 

2  years  j 

2  years 

2  years 

2  years 

2  years 

2  years 

2  years 

2  years  1 

January 

| 

98  i 

252 

10 

21 

4 '67 

12  0 

20 

4*2  ! 

February 

134  ! 

296 

17 

29 

67 

14-8 

4'25 

7*25 

March 

176 

418 

17 

29 

7'65 

18-17 

4*25 

7*25  I 

April 

159 

366 

10 

23 

7'95 

18'3 

3'33 

7'66 

May 

179 

356 

18 

39 

8"52 

16'95 

3*6 

7’8 

June 

158 

336 

18 

24 

T9 

16  8 

4'5 

6'0 

luiy 

139 

260 

14 

26 

6"32 

11*82 

2'P 

5*2 

August 

75 

261 

11 

22 

3  75 

13  05 

2‘75 

5'5 

September 

162 

265 

13 

13 

7"36 

12*04 

3"25 

3'25 

October 

155 

267 

21 

26 

7‘38 

1271 

4‘2 

5’2 

November 

148 

382 

18 

29 

67 

17  36 

4’5 

4-25 

December 

115 

317 

10 

18 

5'47 

1509 

3-33 

6  0 

Totals 

1698 

3776 

177 

299 

The  cost  of  maintaining  a  Nursery  is  by  no  means  small.  It 
is  all  the  more  gratifying  to  notice  the  improvement  which  occurs 
in  a  child’s  physique  and  social  bearing  after  it  has  spent  a  little 
time  in  the  Nursery.  To  see  the  older  residents  together  all  clamour¬ 
ing  for  notice  at  once,  all  bright  eyed  and  on  top  of  the  world  is 
a  joy  to  the  beholder. 

Is  there  need  for  Nurseries  in  the  Post  War  World?  I  think 
there  is  so  long  as  we  face  up  to  the  need  for  good  accommodation, 
ample  well  trained  staff  and  satisfactory  siting  of  the  premises.  It 
is  agreed  that  the  best  place  for  every  child  to  be  brought  up  is  in 
a  good  home  by  good  parents,  but  not  every  child  is  endowed  with 
these  attributes, 


Cases  o f  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during;  the  Year  1947. 
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DEATHS,  1943 


AGE 

GROUP. 

1 

WARDS. 

1 

j 

t-i 

< 

H 

O 

SEX. 

Under 

1  year 

| 

w 

H 

a 

CD 

CM 

U 

rt 

V 

c/) 

u 

3 

6 

in 

c/) 

u 

oi 

i) 

in 

CM 

in 

H 

<U 

in 

C/l 

u 

Vi 

ii 

in 

CO 

!- 

<L> 

> 

O 

C3 

cl 

Central 

r 

V 

•o 

3 

0 

rt 

A 

rO 

a 

3 

Rounds 

Green 

Langley 

JD 

t: 

rt 

£ 

*c3 

G 

•4-» 

iO 

•  H 

U 

H 

M 

F 

V 

rH 

1 

CM 

rH 

t 

rH 

1 

in 

CM 

»n 

>n 

CQ 

PQ 

CQ 

•  Certified 

All  Causes  J 

49.J 

262 

228 

45 

4 

6 

16 

20 

57 

122 

220 

71 

7? 

72 

47 

78 

71 

78 

[  Uncertified 

3 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

■  #  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

$  •  • 

•  •  • 

; 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

»  » • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

«  4  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3- 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. 

•  •  • 

.  •  » 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  4  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  w 

•  « • 

4- 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

1 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

5- 

Diphtheria 

6 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  • 

2 

•  •  • 

6. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

42 

25 

17 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

10 

19 

11 

•  .  . 

5 

7 

5 

2 

7 

11 

5 

7- 

,,  other  forms 

7 

4 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

-  *  • 

2 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

2 

1 

2 

♦  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

5 

2 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

4  4  4 

9- 

Influenza  •  ••  ••• 

16 

11 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

4 

8 

. . . 

4 

4 

1 

3 

2 

2 

10. 

Measles 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  «  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  »  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •• 

. . . 

1 

ii. 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 

encephalitis 

•  •  ♦ 

.  .  • 

*.  ♦  *• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12. 

13- 

Ac.  infectious  encephalitis 

Cancer — 

«  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

u  t  ..  1  oesophagus  M. 

buccal  cavity,  (  utel£s  F 

4 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

♦  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

M  • 

1 

1 

♦  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  4  4 

•  •  • 

44  4 

1 

•  •  • 

14- 

,,  stomach  and  duodenum 

17 

8 

9 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

11 

1 

2 

2 

2 

5 

•  •  • 

5 

15- 

,,  breast 

7 

1 

6 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

16. 

,,  of  all  other  sites  ... 

52 

35 

17 

•  •  • 

5 

18 

29 

5 

7 

7 

7 

10 

3 

13 

i7- 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

18. 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ... 

35 

15 

20 

1 

1 

10 

23 

5 

5 

6 

5 

7 

5 

2 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

78 

34 

44 

•  •  • 

1 

6 

21 

50 

11 

9 

12 

9 

11 

15 

11 

20. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

22 

13 

9 

•  •  • 

0  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

15 

5 

6 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 

21. 

Bronchitis 

34 

22 

12 

3 

1 

2 

6 

22 

6 

5 

8 

4 

2 

3 

6 

22. 

Pneumonia 

30 

16 

14 

5 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

7 

13 

8 

4 

4 

2 

6 

4 

2 

23- 

24. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

4 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

»  •  • 

1 

1 

♦  •  • 

1 

Duodenum 

5 

5 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

1 

1 

«  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

6 

2 

4 

6 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

444 

•  •  • 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis  ... 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  •> 

1 

444 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

10 

5 

5 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

28.  Nephritis 

12 

6 

6 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

6 

6 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

5 

1 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis 

1 

•  •  * 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

30- 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

4 

4 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

4 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

31* 

Premature  Birth 

9 

5 

4 

9 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

32. 

Congenital  Mai:  birth  injury: 

infantile  diseases 

18 

12 

6 

16 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

2 

4 

1 

4 

2 

33- 

Suicide 

4 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

... 

2 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

34- 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

X  •  i 

1 

•  •  • 

»  »  • 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

•  *  * 

«  •  . 

1 

444 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

35- 

Other  Violence 

10 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

<> 

amt 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

36- 

All  Other  Causes 

43 

15 

28 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

2 

5 

29 

7 

7 

10 

1 

10 

3 

5 

Totals  ... 

493 

264 

229 

45 

4 

6 

16 

20 

57 

122 

223 

71 

73 

74 

48 

78 

71 

78 
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Borough  of  Oldbury. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

AND 

Cleansing  Superintendent 

FOR  THE 

Year  Ended  31st  December,  1943. 


E.  HARROLD,  F.S.I.A.,  M.Xnst.P,C. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent 
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BOROUGH  OF  OLDBURY. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 

of  the  Borough  of  Oldbury. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  twenty-first  Annual  Report  on 
the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  relating  to  Sanitary  Circum¬ 
stances,  Public  Cleansing,  Salvage,  Housing,  Supervision  of  Foods, 
etc. 


I  have  again  only  recorded  Statistics  for  the  purpose  of  a  per¬ 
manent  record. 

Salvage  figures  have  again  been  maintained  at  the  high  level 
of  the  previous  year  (see  General  Statistical  Table). 

It  is  worthy  of  record  that  for  the  period  from  the  outbreak  of 
War  to  March  31st,  1944,  the  number  of  tons  of  salvage  materials 
collected  was  5,853,  realising  £23,440.  Credit  for  this  achievement 
is  shared  by  the  W.V.S.,  Street  Salvage  Stewards,  Schools, 
Factories,  Shopkeepers  and  the  Citizens  generally  (not  forgetting 
the  Manual  Employees). 

The  Staff  of  this  Department  have  again  rendered  worthy 
service  in  most  difficult  circumstances. 
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Finally,  I  would  again  like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  very  valuable  help  and  support  received  from  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Salvage  (Sub)  Committees  and  the 
Chief  Officers  of  other  Departments. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

E.  H/vRROLD, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 

Sanitary  Department, 

Municipal  Buildings, 

Oldbury. 
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Summary  of  Inspections  and  Re-visits  during  the  year  1943. 


Inspec¬ 

Re- 

tions 

Visits 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention 

358 

187 

Houses  and  Premises  ... 

54 

230 

Water  Closets  and  Drains 

225 

309 

Slaughter-houses  Market  and  Shops  and  Food  Stores 

(including  Private  Slaughtering) 

693 

5i 

Dairies,  Cow-sheds  and  Milk  Shops  ... 

68 

6 

Keeping  of  animals  and  poultry 

40 

11 

Factories 

93 

50 

Dirty  and  verminous  houses  and  premises  ... 

20 

11 

Canal  Boats 

12 

3 

Offensive  Accumulations 

1 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  (including  temporary 

buildings)  . 

27 

14 

Refuse  Disposal  Tips  ... 

253 

— 

Rats  and  Mice  Nuisances 

148 

9 

Rent  Acts 

— 

— 

Depots  . 

49 

1 

Air  Raid  Precautions  ... 

34 

— 

Air  Raid  Damage 

— 

— 

Salvage  . 

646 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling  and  Water  Sampling  ... 

56 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

7 

23 

Dustbins 

258 

307 

Overcrowding 

2 

— 

Schools 

•  •••  •••  ••• 

35 

— 

Water  Supplies 

3 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

•  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

46 

— 

Miscellaneous 

5i9 

55° 

No.  of  Interviews 

••• 

609 

b 


Summary  of  defects  remedied,  improvements  effected  and 
nuisances  abated  under  the  Housing,  Public  Health 
and  O.U.D.C.  Acts  during  the  year  1943. 


Drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstruction 

. . . 

•  •  • 

92 

Drains  provided  with  efficient  traps 

•  •  • 

5 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired 

. . . 

. . . 

13 

New  drains  and  intercepting  chambers  provided  (excluding 
new  houses) 

10 

Soil  pipes  and  ventilating  pipes  improved  or  provided 

1 

Courts  and  back  yards  paved  or  repaired  . . . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

3 

Houses  cleansed  and/or  repaired  under  Public  Health  Act, 
193b  ...  ...  ...  ...  . .  .1  ... 

75 

Defective  spouting  repaired  or  disconnected  or 
provided 

new 

spouting 

37 

Houses  provided  with  better  ventilation, 
windows  made  to  open 

and 

existing 

8 

Firegrates  repaired  or  provided 

. . . 

. . . 

17 

Wash-houses  repaired  and/or  limewashed 

. . . 

. . . 

17 

New  sinks  provided 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

New  washing  boilers  provided  ... 

. . . 

1 

New  waste  pipes  provided  and  others  repaired 

•  •  ♦ 

»  «  • 

10 

Water  removed  from  cellars 

•  •  e 

•  •  • 

1 

Foul  cellars  cleansed  and  defects  in  drains  remedied 

•  •  • 

1 

Houses  cleansed  and  re-decorated  after  Infectious  Disease... 

7 

Water  closets  reconstructed 

•  • 

. . . 

1 

Water  closets  repaired  and/or  limewashed 

•  •  • 

. . . 

46 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  pedestals 

•  •  • 

. . . 

21 

Water  supplies  restored  to  water  closets  ... 

•  •  • 

... 

4 

Defective  water  closet  cisterns  repaired  ... 

•  •  • 

. . . 

15 

New  water  closet  cisterns  provided 

•  •  • 

. . . 

5 

Privy  middens  abolished 

•  •  • 

. . . 

2 

Elsan  Chemical  Closets  substituted  for  above 

.  .  • 

«  •  • 

3 

Water  supply  restored  to  houses 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

New  urinals  provided  to  factories 

•  «  • 

«  •  • 

1 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

N  uisances  from  animals  abated  ... 

•  •  • 

5 

Houses  provided  with  sanitary  dustbins  ... 

•  •  • 

629 

Miscellaneous 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

75 

b 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Notices  Served. 

Informal  ...  241  Statutory  ...  200 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  1943. 

lotal  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  .  680 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  380 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  res¬ 
pects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  680 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  .  41 1 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  137 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  8 


Number  of  Dwelling-houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas 


which  were  demolished  during  the  year  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  other  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  7 

Infectious  Diseases,  etc. 

Visits  to  houses  on  account  of  noihable  disease  ...  ...  358 

Houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease...  ...  ...  47 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  etc. 

No.  observed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

No.  dealt  with  as  insanitary  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

No.  of  privy  middens  in  use  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  earth  or  pail  closets  in  use  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  10 


House  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed  ... 

No.  of  dustbins  cleansed  periodically 

Estimated  number  of  tons  of  house  refuse  collected 

Gross  cost  of  house  and  trade  refuse  collection  and 
posal 

Gross  income  (excluding  salvage)  ... 

Nett  expenditure 

Total  cost  per  premises  cleansed 

Estimated  nett  cost  per  ton  (collection  and  disposal) 


•••  13*737 
•••  13,735 
...  11,904 
Dis- 

•••  £9.754 
•  •  •  £257 

£9.497 

13s.  gd. 
15s.  nd. 
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Salvage  of  Waste  Materials. 

Gross  income  (including  dustbins) 
Gross  expenditure  (including  dustbins) 

Weight  collected  in  tons: — 

Waste  paper 

Textiles 
Black  scrap 
Destructor  scrap  ... 

Bones 
Best  metals 
Glass 

Waste  food 
Rubber 


£6.893 

£6,614 


Total 


39r> 

29 

277 

259 

23 

3 

98 

724 

9 


1,818 


Offensive  Trades. 

No.  under  observation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Water  Supply. 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  water  works  during  the  year  13,681 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Slaughter-houses  and  Shops. 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises  reported... 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  (in  lbs.) 

Other  foods 

Milk. 

No.  of  registered  dairy  farms  in  the  area  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  registered  retailers  in  the  area  ...  ...  ...  158 

No.  of  licences  issued  under  Milk  (Special  Designations) 

Orders: — ■ 

Tuberculin  Tested  Tuberculin 

(Pasteurised)  Pasteurised  Accredited  Tested 

Bottlers  ...  —  ...  —  ...  —  ...  1 

Retailers  ...  1  ...  8  ...  3  ...  4 

Producers  ...  —  ...  —  ...  —  ...  — 

Approximate  number  of  milking  cows  in  the  district  ...  63 


228 

2,374 

4,002 

61 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Milk  and  Dairies  Act. 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

No.  of  samples  certified  genuine  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  tests  ...  ...  9 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

No.  of  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

No.  of  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Other  matters. 

Verminous  houses — cases  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  70 

Stagnant  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Nuisances  arising  from  domestic  animals  ...  ...  ...  5 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act — cases  dealt  with  ...  148 

Canal  Boats. 

No.  of  canal  boats  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

No.  of  canal  boats  registered  during  the  year  ...  ...  Nil 

No.  of  other  canal  boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

No.  of  contraventions  found...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


